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before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised David, Goliath and the 
Beach Cleaning Machine: How a Small Polluted Beach Town Fought an Oil Giant - And Won! (Capital Currents): 

Written by Pulitzer-prize-nominee Barbara Wolcott, "David, Goliath and the Beach Cleaning Machine" is the hard-
hitting story of a young lawyers heroic quest to rally his town of fierce independents against the corporate giant that 
had polluted their town and brought on environmental disaster. Wolcott describes Rizzos suit, the first of nearly sixty, 
including some filed by Ed Masry of Erin Brockovich fame, and how the town finally triumphed to the tune of $18 
million in damages as well as an estimated $100-200 million for clean-up. As a result of the massive clean-up, 
beautiful Avila Beach has been almost totally leveled and the townspeople are fighting to save those buildings that 
represent their history and sense of place. Now that the town is in the spotlight as a model of environmental rescue, the 
beach cleaning machine has arrived!

"...a well-researched, richly detailed, edge-of-your-bedside page-turner with a weighty message." -- Susan Stewart, 
San Luis Obispo (CA) New Times, November 27, 2003"The book shines when Wolcott introduces local color." -- 
Eliza Murphy, Rain Taxi of Books, Spring 2004"Wolcott presents a balanced expose..." -- BooklistFrom the 
PublisherIn the tradition of A Civil Action and Erin Brockovich, a determined young lawyer and his fellow residents 
save Avila Beach, California from the environmental disaster left behind by a multinational oil company.From the 
AuthorAvila Beach is an extraordinary accomplishment for three young men in their 20s, who took the establishment 
to court and won a battle that was waged in front of judges, on the beach and in the heart of every resident who lived 
there. 


