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Harry Blagg : Crime, Aboriginality and the Decolonisation of Justice  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Crime, Aboriginality and the Decolonisation of Justice: 

Crime, Aboriginality and the Decolonisation of Justice explores contemporary strategies which might diminish the 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1876067195


extraordinary levels of imprisonment and victimisation suffered by Aboriginal people in Australia. The book argues 
that enhancing Aboriginal ownership and control over justice and justice-related processes is a key factor and focuses 
on ways this can be achieved. It explores the potential for Aboriginal community/night patrols, community justice 
groups, healing centres, and Aboriginal courts. Author Harry Blagg disputes the relevance of the western, urban, 
criminological paradigm to the Aboriginal domain and questions the application of both contemporary innovations, 
such as restorative justice, and mainstream models of policing. He refutes allegations that Aboriginal customary laws 
condone violence against women and children, and he suggests that these customary laws contain considerable 
potential for renewal and healing.

Harry's book offers insight into the role of the criminal justice system in continuing the colonisation of Indigenous 
Australians; it highlights the limitations of the well-intentioned "new justice" approaches; and focuses attention on the 
misunderstood role of Aboriginal customary law... Overall Harry presents us with a detailed and provocative 
discussion of the limitations of mainstream and many "alternative" justice responses to violence in Aboriginal 
communities. He proposes that the way forward is to develop hybrid, community-owned initiatives in the liminal 
space between the non-Aboriginal and the Aboriginal domain. - Queensland Centre for Domestic and Family Violence 
Research, Newsletter, Vol 6 No 4, June 2008 


