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This is the biography of Cornelia Sorabji, who although was not the first Indian woman to be called to the English Bar, 
was a pioneer who tried to open the legal profession to women much before they were formally allowed to plead 
before the courts of law.

"This innovative...personal life...is described and analysed with a compassionate scholarship, and illuminates many 
themes in the social and political history of India in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries... It should 
become a significant source for students, scholars and readers who want to go beyond simple generalizations and 
explore the many ambiguities of 'belonging' in late colonial India." --Judith M. Brown, Balliol College, Oxford"...an 
extremely important contribution to the history of modern India and gender history. This biography of a pioneer 
unfolds the unavoidable tragedy of an exceptional life. Fighting patriarchy and opposed to the main strand of Indian 
nationalism, this...woman lawyer of India struggled in a hostile world to fight for the legal rights of purdah ladies. 
[This] beautifully writtten study reveals the bitterness of her struggle and establishes her...as an uncompromising 
champion of women's rights." --Tapan Raychaudhuri, Emeritus Fellow,St. Antony's College, OxfordAbout the 
AuthorDr. Suparna Gooptu is a Reader in the Department of History at the University of Calcutta. She is also the 
Director of Calcutta Universitys Gandhian Studies Centre. 


