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Bernard N. Grofman, Chandler Davidson : Controversiesin Minority Voting: The Voting RightsAct in
Per spective before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised
Controversies in Minority Voting: The Voting Rights Act in Perspective:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Excellent perspectivesBy JustinHad to write a research paper on the
Voting Rights Act of 1965 and racial justice in America This book has great background and balance on the Act and
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its effects. Cain's essay on democratic theory at the end and its following comments are the capstone. Even though it's
old, | find it speaks volumes on vating rights today, especially with new voting regulations and the SCOTUS case.The
one quibble | would have is the continued idealization of a"colorblind society" even though | personaly think we
want a society where we can appreciate and acknowledge racial differences without leading to discrimination.

Widely regarded as one of the most successful pieces of modern legislation, the Voting Rights Act of 1965 has
transformed the nature of minority participation and representation in the United States. But with success came
controversy as some scholars claim the Act has outlived its usefulness or been subverted inits aim. This volume brings
together leading scholars to offer a twenty-five year perspective on the consequences of thislandmark act.The
Fifteenth Amendment, ratified in 1870, stated that the right of U.S. citizens to vote "shall not be denied or abridged by
the United States or by any State on account of race, color, or condition of previous servitude." The South, however,
virtually ignored this right, disfranchising blacks through violence, intimidation, literacy tests, and poll taxes. The
primary purpose of the Voting Rights Act of 1965 was to break down these barriers to minority voting.Beginning with
chapters covering the key provisions of the Act, the book discusses the way the Act has transformed American politics
and looks at the role played by major civil rights groups in lobbying for extensions and amendmentsto it and in
insuring that its provisions would be enforced.



