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Lawrence Lessig : Code: And Other Laws of Cyberspace  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Code: And Other Laws of Cyberspace: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Code 2.0 summaryBy Juliet BakerCode 2.0 SummaryThe Internet is 
a medium through which the individual is provided with both extreme freedom and complete control. As Lessig 
suggests in Code 2.0, this dichotomy presents a delicate balance towards the abilities and uses of the hardware and 
software of the digital age. By comparing the inner workings of the regulation of cyberspace to the Constitution, 
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Lessig establishes a dialogue that addresses the idea that a new form of regulation is to be created in order to maintain 
control over cyberspace. He defines code as the basic governing structure upon which the Internet is founded and 
ascertains that code is a regulator in cyberspace because it defines the terms upon which cyberspace is offered (6). 
Lessig uses this definition throughout his argument to support the idea that, in its ability to do and create anything 
within the virtual space, it is able to establish complete control over the Internet. He presents the potential for the 
regulation of this code and, furthermore, the regulation of cyberspace as a whole. Through stories and examples of this 
paradox in action, he shows the many ways in which code can be used to control situations that initially break the 
possibilities in the real world. He poses the question, We will see that cyberspace does not guarantee its own freedom 
but instead carries an extraordinary potential for control. And then we will ask: How should we respond? (5). He 
establishes that cyberspace can be regulated through four underlying factors: architecture, norms, law, and market. 
These broad categories encompass that framework that Lessig suggests is the infrastructure that allows the possibility 
of bring order and regulation to a tool that can make virtually anything possible.The Internet is a world that defies that 
nature and limitations of the real world through the ability to code and create a system that, at least in cyberspace, can 
allow anything to be possible. In his story about Second Life, Lessig describes a program in which people can 
establish and embody an alternate identity (6). Through coding their profile, the program allows them to do whatever it 
is they wish to do, which is not limited to things that are impossible to accomplish in the real world. Second Life is the 
perfect example of how cyberspace can be perfectly controlled in its perfect freedom. By establishing the code, the 
creator is constructing a virtual space that has endless possibilities, but the code itself is an establishment of law and 
management towards this supposedly limitless system.The four factors of regulation that he describes, architecture, 
norms, law and market, are one of the strongest points to his argument (7). He clearly establishes the techniques and 
constraints by which this boundless world can be managed and behavior can be regulated. Architecture describes the 
physical and tangible structure that allows or does not allow things to be possible. If an object is not physical available 
or able to do something, than the architecture directs that it cannot be done. Norms are the expectations that are 
established through the majoritys adherence to them in order to coerce a particular action or behavior. Law addresses 
the set of rules that governs the situation and the consequences that occur if they are broken. There are certain laws in 
place; such as being allowed to smoke in a particular area and those laws are enforced by punishment if they are not 
followed. Market is the persuasion to behave in a particular manner through offers that make it more appealing to take 
one action over another. Lowering the price of an item or making a deal is persuading the buyer into purchasing what 
the store wants them to purchase, thus regulating their decision. Each of these modes of regulation has their strengths 
and weaknesses depending on the situation, but their universality is what makes them especially useful in the context 
of regulating cyberspace.Lessig establishes a strong idea that the modern virtual world has opened up many seemingly 
impossible situations that, without proper regulation, can go awry. While it is difficult to imagine keeping such a 
powerful and virtually limitless source under control, Lessig discusses the idea that it is indeed possible. There is a 
consistent parallel to the real world within his argument of regulation that suggests that the methods can be adapted to 
the needs of the virtual world. Where laws of crime and punishment are established in real life, the government can 
step in a create those for the Internet and where architecture is concerned, what is physically impossible in the real 
world can similarly be restricted through code. As the title suggests, his pervasive point of his argument is that code is 
the key to the regulation of cyberspace with the fact that it is the foundation that controls it. The individuals who know 
how to create code have free range to essentially control cyberspace. Lessig implies in many different ways that, in 
order to regulate that virtual world, these individuals need to be regulated and prevented from running rampant with 
the power to control cyberspace. With the continuous juxtaposition of the approaches that need to be taken to regulate 
the physical world and virtual world, Lessig brings forth the idea that cyberspace is an extension of the real world that 
can be regulated under the same concepts. He states that The problems with that cyberspace reveals are not problems 
with cyberspace. They are real-space problems that cyberspace shows us we must now resolve-or maybe reconsider 
(16). In this revelation, he suggests that cyberspace creates infinite possibilities for those who participate in it and it in 
itself is not the center of potential problems. Rather it is who controls and regulates it and how that is accomplished 
that poses the real threat to society. The real world systems that have been established set the example for the 
regulation of this world of infinite possibilities. Though it was a bit scattered, I enjoyed his argument and the relevant 
insight that Lessig provides regarding the rapidly increasing presence of "cyberspace".3 of 3 people found the 
following review helpful. A Precursor of the Legal Complexities of CyberspaceBy Lewis SandlerThe book is 
intelligently and well written, and a must read for those who have a serious interest in the future of our civiliation.One 
of the fascinating things about the book, that was recently written, is that the future problems the book foresees are 
already passe. Internet privacy is now an illusion. Any email or message in cyberspase can appear the next day on the 
front page of the New York Times. Lessig would like to control the misuse of cyberspace, but his suggestions are 
merely theoretical and because of the chaotic state of conflicting tribes and governments, these methods have no teeth. 
As is so often the case, it may take a catastrophe, like breaking the code oCode: And Other Laws of Cyberspace, 
Version 2.0f an encrypted lethal message between nations, to generate international regulation of cyberspace.0 of 0 
people found the following review helpful. Not what it seems. Worth a read.By Albert M. LathamWhile the book is, at 



its foundation, quite sound in the ideas it brings to the table (sometime scarily so) I think that the author's desire to lean 
heavily on anecdotes and stories to make his point is heavy handed, though effective. If you are a person who wants to 
be politically or socially active this book is a good jumping off point.Mr. Lessig, if you read this I approve of your 
'lead by example' mentality. Quite a few of the people I spoke with were yelling and screaming about how you were 
all for government regulation (and you just might be, but I don't really get that out of the book) without paying the 
slightest attention to the fact that you've been a member of the CC organization for quite some time.

There's a common belief that cyberspace cannot be regulatedthat it is, in its very essence, immune from the 
government's (or anyone else's) control. Code argues that this belief is wrong. It is not in the nature of cyberspace to be 
unregulable; cyberspace has no nature. It only has codethe software and hardware that make cyberspace what it is. 
That code can create a place of freedomas the original architecture of the Net didor a place of exquisitely oppressive 
control.If we miss this point, then we will miss how cyberspace is changing. Under the influence of commerce, 
cyberpsace is becoming a highly regulable space, where our behavior is much more tightly controlled than in real 
space.But that's not inevitable either. We canwe mustchoose what kind of cyberspace we want and what freedoms we 
will guarantee. These choices are all about architecture: about what kind of code will govern cyberspace, and who will 
control it. In this realm, code is the most significant form of law, and it is up to lawyers, policymakers, and especially 
citizens to decide what values that code embodies.

.com "We, the Net People, in order to form a more perfect Transfer Protocol..." might be recited in future fifth-grade 
history classes, says attorney Lawrence Lessig. He turns the now-traditional view of the Internet as an uncontrollable, 
organic entity on its head, and explores the architecture and social systems that are changing every day and taming the 
frontier. Code and Other Laws of Cyberspace is his well-reasoned, undeniably cogent series of arguments for guiding 
the still-evolving regulatory processes, to ensure that we don't find ourselves stuck with a system that we find 
objectionable. As the former Communist-bloc countries found, a constitution is still one of our best guarantees against 
the dark side of chaos; and Lessig promotes a kind of document that accepts the inevitable regulatory authority of both 
government and commerce, while constraining them within values that we hold by consensus. Lessig holds that those 
who shriek the loudest at the thought of interference in cyberdoings, especially at the hands of the government, are 
blind to the ever-increasing regulation of the Net (admittedly, without badges or guns) by businesses that find little 
opposition to their schemes from consumers, competitors, or cops. The Internet will be regulated, he says, and our 
window of opportunity to influence the design of those regulations narrows each day. How will we make the decisions 
that the Framers of our paper-and-ink Constitution couldn't foresee, much less resolve? Lessig proclaims that many of 
us will have to wake up fast and get to work before we lose the chance to draft a networked Bill of Rights. --Rob 
LightnerFrom Library JournalLessig (law, Harvard) tackles the tricky and troubling question of Internet regulation. 
Cyberspace has no intrinsic structure to protect its libertarian nature, and we are now well into an era where commerce 
and its partner in control, government, are working in a manner that could permanently, and perhaps negatively, alter 
its character. Now is the time for all who stand to benefit from the unique nature of cyberspace to assert their 
collective values into a framework for regulating it. Apathy or inaction, Lessig argues, would result in a medium 
shaped by special interests. His book is replete with examples of failed attempts to address cyberspace issues, such as 
the 1996 Communications Decency Act. A central theme is that the architecture of cyberspace can be coded to address 
properly salient issues related to free speech, intellectual property, and privacy. This is a vital book for concerned 
citizens of cyberspace. Recommended for academic and larger public libraries.-Philip Y. Blue, New York State 
Supreme Court Criminal Branch Lib., New York Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc.From 
BooklistKeane, author of Tom Paine: A Political Life (1995) and editor of Havel's Power of the Powerless (reprint 
1990), argues the Czech playwright-politician has taught the world "more about the powerful and the powerless, 
power-grabbing and power-sharing, than virtually any other of his twentieth-century rivals." But Keane views his 
study as a tragedy because "Havel suffered the misfortune of being born into the twentieth century," with earth-
shaking changes--from the fall of the Hapsburg empire through Nazism and Communism to the effort to build 
democratic institutions. Rather than an inclusive biography, Keane offers a series of tableaux vivants, capturing key 
moments in Havel's often dramatic life but emphasizing the impact of external forces he could not control. Although 
Keane celebrates Havel's contribution to the analysis of power and to his nation's post-Communist recovery, he makes 
clear Havel's political limitations as well. Where interest in Eastern European democracy is strong, this postmodern 
assessment of Havel's career should circulate. Mary CarrollCopyright American Library Association. All rights 
reserved 


