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Julian McPhillips : Civil Rights in My Bones: More Colorful Stories from a Lawyer's Life and Work, 20052015 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Civil Rights in My 
Bones: More Colorful Stories from a Lawyer's Life and Work, 20052015: 

Civil Rights in My Bones: More Colorful Stories from a Lawyer's Life and Work, 2005-2015 is a memoir by Julian L. 
McPhillips Jr. In a career stretching over forty-plus years, the Montgomery, Alabama, attorney has earned a reputation 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1603064176


as a determined advocate for the rights of consumers, victims of police abuse, falsely accused criminal defendants, the 
unborn, immigrants, and the environment. A previous book, The Peoples Lawyer, covered his life and career up to 
2005. Civil Rights in My Bones provides additional background about his family roots in Alabama, his parents 
political activism, his education and athletic competition as a champion amateur wrestler, his religious convictions, 
and his wife, children, and grandchildren. But it also details many of the major cases he has handled in the past 
decade. These include defenses of consumers victimized by unfair compulsory arbitration clauses, victims of 
employment discrimination, fellow lawyers and even judges who were unfairly targeted for sanctions for reasons of 
race or gender, and church congregations at war within themselves over various issues. One fascinating section of the 
book discusses his and his wife Leslies leadership in establishing a new evangelical, healing-spirit Episcopal church 
and its struggles with the larger church hierarchy. While focused on the authors life and work, the memoir is also a 
window into Alabama and Southern life, culture, and politics.

About the AuthorJulian L. McPhillips Jr. was born in Birmingham, Alabama, grew up in Cullman, and attended 
Sewanee Military Academy, Princeton, and Columbia University Law. After four years as a Wall Street attorney, 
Julian returned to Alabama in 1975 as an Assistant Attorney General. His private law practice from 1977 to date has 
involved considerable civil rights and public interest work. Julian is the subject of the twice-published Peoples 
Lawyer, 2000 and 2005, and now a new autobiography, Civil Rights in My Bones. He has won numerous awards from 
the SCLC, NAACP, and other civil rights groups. Julian is also co-founder (with his wife Leslie) of the Scott and 
Zelda Museum and lay minister/administrator of Christ the Redeemer Episcopal Church. Julian has been married to 
Leslie for 42 years. They have two married daughters, Rachel and Grace, one son David, and three grandchildren. 


