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Bruce Babbitt : Citiesin the Wilderness: A New Vision of Land Usein America before purchasing it in order to
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and al praised Cities in the Wilderness: A New Vision of Land Usein
America

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Insightful and at time comical ook at what goes on behind the
scenes when it comes to reserving federal landsBy Sean C. Markusl loved the behind the scenes stories that lead to the
creation of Everglades National Park, Grand Staircase Escalante National Monuments, and other federally reserved
lands. | knew going into it, that Bruce Babbitt was Clinton's Secretary of the Interior during his 8 yearsin office, and
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Babbitt has some funny antidotes about his dealings with the president. All in all though, Babbitt does a great job of
laying out what is needed to sustain the balance of environmental protections and economic prosperity in the west. He
might be the smartest person on the subject.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Pat HillA
classic--everyone should read this.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great BookBy HHKI purchased
this book for aclass, and it was very good. Babbitt is a good writer and it's not the first book I've read by him.

In this brilliant, gracefully written, and important new book, former Secretary of the Interior and Governor of Arizona
Bruce Babbitt brings fresh thought to questions of how we can build a future we want to live in.Weve al experienced
Americas changing natural landscape as the integrity of our forests, seacoasts, and river valleys succumbs to strip
malls, new roads, and subdivisions. Too often, we assume that when land is developed it is forever lost to the natural
world--or hope that a patchwork of local conservation strategies can somehow hold up against further large-scale
development.In Cities in the Wilderness, Bruce Babbitt makes the case for why we need a national vision of land use.
We may have a space program, he points out, but here at home we dont have an open-space policy that can balance the
needs for human settlement and community with those for preservation of the natural world upon which life depends.
Y et such a balance, the author demonstrates, is as remarkably achievable asit is necessary. Thisisno call for
developing anew federal bureaucracy; Babbitt shows instead how much can be--and has been--done by making
thoughtful and beneficial use of laws and institutions already in place.Babbitt draws on his extensive experience to
take us behind the scenes negotiating the Florida Everglades restoration project, the largest ever authorized by
Congress. In California, we discover how the Endangered Species Act has been employed to restore regional habitat.
In the Midwest, we see how new World Trade Organization regulations might be used to help restore |owas farmlands
and rivers. As akey architect of many environmental success stories, Babbitt reveals how broad restoration projects
have thrived through federal- state partnerships and how their principles can be extended to other parts of the country.
In thisinspiring and informative book, Babhitt offers avision of land use as grand as the countrys natural heritage.

From BooklistBabbitt served as secretary of the interior from 1993 to 2001, which put him at the helm during the
infamous spotted owl controversy. In this refreshingly to-the-point and commonsensical account of the formulation of
major land-use initiatives and assessment of the thorny thicket of science and politics from which pioneering
environmental policies must emerge, Babbitt traces his journey from bewilderment to a clear vision of the need for
productive partnerships between local and federal authorities to ensure a balance between devel opment and
conservation. Babbitt shares his unique and invaluabl e experience and perspective in lively and illuminating
assessments of such environmental successes as the Everglades Forever Act, nature preserves, restored tallgrass
prairies, and dismantled dams. He is especially enlightening in his discussion of "agricultural sprawl" and water
pollution. We need to advocate for "smart growth,” Babbitt writes, so that "we maintain natural space that supports
wildlife, provides clear streams, and retains the ecological functioning of the land." Donna SeamanCopyright
American Library Association. All rights reserved "We feel so helplessin the face of the reality of dwindling
resources. Bruce Babbitt's book shows a path to empower us."



