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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. It's the latest edition....By Phillip Taylor MBEBLACKSTONES 
CIVIL PRACTICE NOW HAS AN ACCOMPANYING COMMENTARY BRAND NEW FOR 2012An appreciation 
by Phillip Taylor MBE and Elizabeth Taylor of Richmond Green ChambersOnce again, the now venerable 
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Blackstones Civil Practice has been released by the OUP in its latest edition for 2012 and it seems to have hit all the 
legal bookshops to the sound of thunderous applause, which is not surprising. Introducing it at its launch, the editor-in-
chief, Maurice Kay, has identified its unique qualities: first its clarity and readability and secondly and equally 
important -- the accompanying Commentary as a separate book, a companion volume of some 1800 pages which 
functions as a step by step and detailed guide for the practitioner to all relevant aspects of civil practice and 
procedure.An innovation for 2012, the Commentary is what makes Blackstones all the more unique and time saving, 
especially for those under pressure preparing a case for court going, as it does, directly to the advocates argument 
points which we need!Speaking of venerability, this Civil Practice cannot compete with -- nor does it set out to 
compete -- with the other major works on civil practice (of white and green hue, respectively) in terms of antiquity. 
Blackstones, you might say, is a relative newcomer and much the better for that.The first edition was published in 
2000 in response to a pressing need for a detailed understanding of -- and guidance through -- the then new and 
complex legal landscape created by the enactment of the Civil Procedure Rules 1998 (CPR). In the words of the 
editors, Blackstones is a complete treatise on all aspects of the law and practice relating to the progress of a civil 
claim, from funding the litigation to enforcing the judgment.The very modernity and approachability of Blackstones 
offers considerable advantage, in our view, for the practitioner. One of the chief benefits, alluded to in the Preface, is 
that the text is accessible equally to experienced and less experienced practitioners. Those less experienced will find 
topics relatively easy to assimilate, while those who are older and possibly -- but not necessarily the wiser, will be able 
to research their particular subject, or problem in greater detail and depth.Theres much new material in the 2012 
edition, which covers a wide range of developments and significant cases that have emerged since the previous 
edition, including to cite just a very few examples rules implementing provisions of the EU Mediation Directivefixed 
costs in certain HM Revenue and Customs casesa new Road Traffic Accident Protocol and injunctions against gang-
related violence.Research sources are extensive and prodigious and thats an understatement. The detailed index 
extends to almost 95 pages and there are extensive Tables of Cases and Tables of Statutes, together with Rules, 
Practice Directions, Protocols, Other Secondary Legislation and Court Guides. The four appendices include, of course, 
the Civil Procedure Rules 1998 and Practice Directions and much more besides.Combining erudition, clarity and 
authority, Blackstones Civil Practice 2012 is a boon to busy barristers, solicitors and judges.The law is stated as at 2 
April 2011 and includes changes to the Civil Procedure Rules and practice directions and also to the Insolvency Rules 
which took effect on 6 Aril 2011. It remains to us the most readable of all the practice books around.

Providing detailed commentary of unrivalled quality on the process of civil litigation this is the only major civil work 
to adopt a narrative approach based on the chronology of a claim. Written by a team of expert practitioners and 
academics, it provides authoritative analysis on the process of civil litigation from commencement of a claim objective 
to enforcement of judgements, addressing civil procedure in the county courts, the High Court, and the Supreme 
Court. The book also considers more specialist matters such as insolvency proceedings, sale of goods, and human 
rights, providing expert analysis on a comprehensive level. Commentary is combined with the full text of the Civil 
Procedure Rules (CPR), Practice Directions (PD) and Pre-Action Protocols and Procedural Checklists, all fully cross-
referenced to the text to ensure ease of use for the busy practitioner. As well as a detailed and user-friendly index the 
quick-reference guide inside the front cover provides an alternative point of access for those more familiar with the 
CPR.Also available, Blackstone's Civil Practice: The Commentary 2012 is a concise new book providing the unique 
commentary independently from the CPR, PD and other appendix materials.The 38 Procedural Checklists in 
Blackstone's Civil Practice 2012 are available from IRIS Laserform.

from previous edition: "A new friend, but now a constant companion. An essential first point of reference for all levels 
of civil law practitioners." --District Judge Sehdev, Birmingham Civil and Family Justice Centre"Being in one volume 
and having a user-friendly index, it is an indispensible tool for the busy judge." --District Judge Ackroyd"An up to 
date text book, reference book and exceptionally practical guide rolled into one priceless volume, I have no hesitation 
in strongly recommending Blackstone's Civil Practice 2011 as an essential first point of call for all Deputy and Full 
Time District Judges (Civil). If you were to buy only one book to help you with all aspects of the civil jurisdiction then 
this is surely it." --District Judge Lumb, Midlands Circuit"No civil practitioner should be without the latest edition of 
Blackstone's Civil Practice. Concise yet compendious, this publication contains not only the full text of the Civil 
Procedure Rules and Practice Directions, but also a clearly written commentary on all aspects of civil procedure (from 
commencement of proceedings all the way through to appeals and enforcement of judgments and orders). Blackstone's 
Civil Practice should be one of the core reference works in any civil practitioner's library." --David Wicks, Barrister, 
Pump Court Chambers"Clear, weighty and attractively set out Blackstone's Civil Practice is a comprehensive resource 
for the civil practitioner." --Alison Hawes, Partner, TLT LLPAbout the AuthorSir Maurice Kay (Editor-in-Chief) is a 
Lord Justice of Appeal and Vice president of the Court of Appeal (Civil Division). He was a professor of law before 
being called to the bar in 1975 where he practiced until becoming a High Court Judge in 1995.Professor Stuart Sime 
(Editor) is the course director of the full-time bar professional training course at the City Law School, where he 



teaches civil litigation, commercial, and company law. He was a practising barrister until 2005.Derek French (Editor) 
is a legal writer and editor across a wide range of titles.Michael Walker (Editorial Advisory Board) is a District Judge, 
Wandsworth County Court.Ivor Weintroub (Editorial Advisory Board) is a District Judge, Bournemouth County 
Court.Stuart Bridge (Editorial Advisory Board) is a Lecturer in Law and a Fellow of Queens' College, University of 
Cambridge. 


