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Joseph P. Sanchez : Between Two Rivers: The Atrisco Land Grant in Albuquerque  before purchasing it in order 
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Between Two Rivers: The Atrisco Land Grant in 
Albuquerque: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Gift for husbandBy Patty M.I bought this for my husband because he 
is a descendant of the Atrisco Land Grant. He is enjoying reading it but my only reservation is that the book only has a 
couple of illustrations. I would like to have had photos and illustrations of the petroglyphs and area. Also, the book 
stopped at 1968 but did not include the part where the board members were less than honest and made a fortune for 
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themselves by having what some would call "insider information." This land was supposed to be held forever by 
family members, not sold so that a few could get rich. That is another story that needs to be told.0 of 0 people found 
the following review helpful. Five StarsBy John R LuceroEnjoy learning the Southwest history, those who helped set 
the nations foundation should not be forgotten0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. The Complete Atrisco 
Land Grant HistoryBy El PicaroBetween Two Rivers consolidates all the published history of the Atrisco Land Grant 
(New Mexico Historical Review Articles and Sanchez's previous book) into one well written book. The Book covers 
the whole history of the land grant as well as it's later Westland Development phase to the Suncal buyout or rather 
sellout. The book, despite being a very scholarly work, reads well and even gives a taste of the Atrisco people and 
culture. If you have heard of Atrisco then this is the book for you.

How an Hispano community maintained its identity over four centuriesLocated in Albuquerques south valley, Atrisco 
is a vibrant community that predates the city, harking back to a land grant awarded in 1692. Joseph P. Snchez explores 
the evolution of this parcel over the four centuries since the first Spanish settlers arrived. He tracks its transformation 
from an individual to a community grant, peeling away the layers of historical events that have made Atrisco the last 
piece of undeveloped real estate in a growing metropolitan area.Snchez examines the creation of Atrisco as a frontier 
community during the Spanish and Mexican periods and shows how it maintained its identity and land ownership into 
the American era. He describes the historical processes of colonization, land tenures and transfers, and social and 
economic activity. He also assesses the transfer of the land grant to a private corporation and its subsequent fate, and 
considers Atriscos role in the future of Albuquerque.Today more than 30,000 New Mexicans are descended from the 
early settlers of Atrisco; and because few places in the United States have retained their Spanish and Mexican 
influences as have the New Mexican land grants, the history of Atrisco offers a unique perspective. Snchezs study 
preserves Atriscos origins as part of that areas Hispano heritage, depicting people who learned to defend their culture 
against outside challenges and embedding local history in a larger regional saga.
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