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Kristina Beckman : An Immigrant's Run-in With the Law: A Forensic Linguistic Analysis (The New
Americans: Recent Immigration and American Society) before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it
would be worth my time, and all praised An Immigrant's Run-in With the Law: A Forensic Linguistic Analysis (The

New Americans: Recent Immigration and American Society):

Beckman applies linguistic theory to asingle, actual court case. The case, U. S. v. L. Kong (CR00-0956-TUC-RCC),


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1593322348

involves alicensed gun dealer who was charged with illegally selling weapons. His defense was that his abilitiesin
English hisfirst language is Chinese were not sufficient to understand some of the minor points of law. Therefore,
there was no intent on his part to disobey the law and his actions were simply the result of a misunderstanding. This
book examines his claim through applied forensic linguistic techniques. While a single text serves as the foundation
for discussion, other representative cases are also included. Readers follow how aforensic linguist approaches areal
case. Beckman s book offers a clear understanding of both the theory and practical application behind forensic
linguistic research.

About the AuthorKristina Beckman-Brito is an Assistant Professor of English at John Jay College of Criminal Justice.
Shereceived an M.A. in English Language and Linguistics and a Ph.D. in Second Language Acquisition and Teaching
from the University of Arizona. Her work as an ESL teacher led her to investigate how non-native speakers fare in the

judicial system.



