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From CQ Press : American Political Leaders from 1789-2009  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not 
it would be worth my time, and all praised American Political Leaders from 1789-2009: 

This handy single volume features a wealth of fascinating biographical information on approximately 9,000 of the 
most important U.S. elected and appointed leaders. Newly updated, it includes key facts on political leaders spanning 
220 years of American history. Organized for quick, easy reference, the book contains six chapters in which readers 
will find basic facts including all significant biographical data, such as birth and death dates, periods of public service, 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=160426537X


and party affiliations, as well as special information including boxed features and analytical commentary on topics 
such as presidential disability and succession; religious affiliations of the U.S. presidents; and women, African 
Americans, and Hispanics in Congress, the Cabinet, the Supreme Court, and the White House. This easy-to-use 
resource also offers an appendix of additional reference tables on Congress, including sessions held, leadership, and 
committee chairmen. American Political Leaders 1789-2010 is the perfect reference guide for researchers, students, 
and interested citizens looking for names, dates, and other essential information on U.S. leaders in one convenient, 
reliable source.

From School Library JournalGrade 10 UpThis "quick fact finder" provides historical and brief biographical facts about 
U.S. presidents, vice presidents, cabinet members, Supreme Court justices, members of Congress, and state governors. 
Each chapter opens with a brief, clearly written, and objective introduction to a political office, discussing the 
qualifications and election or appointment process, the development of the office over time, and interesting facts about 
it. The introductions are followed by information about all who have held the position, including name, family 
political connections, birth and death dates, party, and other political offices held. Sidebars discuss topics such as 
presidential succession and geographical balance on the Supreme Court (one mistakenly places Gerald Ford's 
Congressional service in the Senate instead of in the House of Representatives). Charts depict data such as the 
religious affiliations of the presidents and the average age and ethnic makeup of modern Congresses. Twelve 
appendixes list presidents; cabinet members; Supreme Court justices; sessions of Congress; Congressional leadership; 
and female, African-American, and Hispanic members of Congress. Indexing is by name only. An additional purchase 
for AP students who have a specific need for this type of information.Mary Mueller, Rolla Junior High School, MO (c) 
Copyright 2010. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution 
permitted.From BooklistThis volume is described as a quick fact finder, and there is almost no data here that cannot be 
gleaned from the Internet, piece by piece. Chapters cover presidents, vice presidents, cabinet members, Supreme Court 
justices, members of Congress, and governors. In addition to biographies, the chapter on presidents, to take one 
example, provides an overview of the selection process and the line of succession, lists of presidential nationalities and 
religious affiliations, and data on who served as First Ladies and hostesses. The chapter on vice presidents provides a 
concise history of that office and its evolution. Studying the Members of Congress and Governors chapters provides 
thought-provoking data on term limits, age, occupation, and party lineups. Twelve appendixes conveniently pull useful 
information together, including a comprehensive list of party abbreviations, all the Congressional Committee chairs 
since 1947, and Hispanic members of Congress, 18772009. There are two indexes (name and subject), and sources are 
cited appropriately. One caveat: the Biographies section in each chapter offers very minimal data, mainly birth and 
death dates and dates of service, so those who need more information on individual leaders will have to turn to other 
sources. Nevertheless, the compilation, presentation, and commentary make American Political Leaders, 17892009 a 
useful tool for reference desks, political analysts, potential candidates, and other interested parties. --Sally Jane 


