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Alvin J. Ziontz : Alvin - Story of a Life: The autobiography of Alvin J. Ziontz  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Alvin - Story of a Life: The autobiography of Alvin J. 
Ziontz: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Amazing story - a great read!By Margaret L. BurglundI found it 
hard to put down. What an amazing and interesting life! Each period of the author's story contained so much 
information about the times as well as the author. The honesty, particularly as he gets older, is refreshing. It gives such 
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insight into the issues we all face as we get older.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Nomal is Not a 
Straight LineBy Rachael A. LevineReading Alvin, Story of a Life, shows the reader how basic story telling is as an 
essential aspect of human nature. We tell stories for many reasons, to learn, to teach, to understand ourselves and the 
world. to make a mark to show we have been here. Alvin is a terrific story teller and the stories he tells of that varied 
and far ranging life resonate in shared experiences. His interests have included championing Indian rights as a lawyer, 
photographer, social activist, and pilot. His memories mirror the times when it has been important to be a participant in 
the affairs of the world. It is not only his history but of those times.Phillip Levine1 of 1 people found the following 
review helpful. Five StarsBy alvin martina cogent well written summary of the life of a renaissance man. truth can be 
more interesting than fiction.

ALVIN is the story of a life - a career as a lawyer defending Indian tribes and a parallel career in photography. The 
writer, 87, tells stories; stories of a young man from a middle class Jewish family in Chicago, a voracious reader with a 
talent for art and music, yet seeking out the work of a manual laborer, a story of racial bigotry in the U.S. Army, the 
story of his rise from a mediocre law student to the founder of a law firm in Seattle that became a national leader in the 
defense of tribal sovereignty, the story of the love of Lennie, the girl he married and her conquest of cancer, the story 
of his children and their lives, and the story of his immersion in the art of photography. The stories include devoting 
his lawyers skills to exonerate a mailman wrongly accused of stealing from the mails, arguing a case in the Supreme 
Court, persuading a court that his clients possession of gold bullion was not a crime, debating an Equal Protection 
issue with the future Justice of the Supreme Court, Ruth Bader Ginsberg, meeting John F. Kennedy, litigating a Rabbis 
will by crossing swords with the highest authority in Orthodox Judaism and his part in the struggle of American Indian 
tribes to reconstruct their tribal governments.


