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The place of emotion in legal education is rarely discussed or analysed, and we do not have to seek far for the reasons. 
The difficulty of interdisciplinary research, the technicisation of legal education itself, the view that affect is irrational 
and antithetical to core western ideals of rationality - all this has made the subject of emotion in legal education 
invisible. Yet the educational literature on emotion proves how essential it is to student learning and to the 
professional lives of teachers.This text, the first full-length book study of the subject, seeks to make emotion a central 
topic of research for legal educators, and restore the power of emotion in our teaching and learning. Part 1 focuses on 
the contribution that neuroscience can make to legal learning, a theme that is carried through other chapters in the 
book. Part 2 explores the role of emotion in the working lives of academics and clinical staff, while Part 3 analyses the 
ways in which emotion can be used in learning and teaching. The book, interdisciplinary and wide-ranging in its 
reference, breaks new ground in its analysis of the educational lifeworld of situations, communities, actors and 
interactions in legal education.

'By throwing light on the ways in which emotions play a significant role in both learning and teaching law, this 
international collection from some of the leading experts in legal education draws our attention to a much-neglected 
aspect of the educational process. It deserves to be widely read, seeking to enrich our understanding both of law 
students and law teachers by revealing just how crucial the affective domain is in relation to the rational thinking that 
we generally assume lies at the heart of legal education.' Fiona Cownie, Keele University, UK 'This pioneering text 
devotes long overdue attention to the role of the affective domain in legal education and compels action: at stake is the 
psychological and ethical wellbeing of our students, their educators and the practicing profession. To accommodate 
affect is not to oppose cognitive and lawyering excellence, but to enhance it. This volume will be essential reading for 
those committed to the moral-ethical development of a functioning and humane legal profession.' Sally Kift, 
Queensland University of Technology, Australia '... intellectually stimulating, wide-ranging, extremely well-written 
and long overdue... so multi-faceted and multi-layered that a second volume is doubtless warranted...' Hibernian Law 
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