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Jim Wickwire, Dorothy Bullitt : Addicted to Danger: A Memoir About Affirming Life in the Face of Death 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Addicted to Danger: A 
Memoir About Affirming Life in the Face of Death: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great book about climbingBy DejanI love this book, Wickwire takes 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0671019902


you on adventures with him and describeds in detail the deaths of few of his frieds, and his ability to survive.His frieds 
make fun of him for cutting steps in a summit peak as they descend and than they fall to their deats, also his word is 
the only one on the death of Marty Hoey. Jim goes at great length to discribe this addiction to adrenaline and love of 
climbing and pushing one self to limits. Wickwire is a survivor his many brushes with death make the pages come 
alive, I recommend it3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. CLIMB EVERY MOUNTAIN...By 
lawyeraauThis is an absorbing account of the mountaineering adventures of Jim Wickwire, one of the foremost 
American high altitude mountaineers. It is at times a moving memoir, and at other times somewhat sophomoric in its 
attempt to explain what drove him to climb, at great cost to his family.The book is nicely illustrated with many 
photographs of his family, fellow mountaineers, and his beloved mountains. The photographs are well placed, as they 
go with the flow of the story. When you see those of his wife and children, however, it makes you wonder how he 
could ever be away from such a beautiful family for so long and miss so many family occasions. It is a testament to his 
wife's devotion that she and the children are still loving towards such an absentee figure.The most interesting part of 
the book involves his mountaineering adventures. Whether writing about the death of a companion on the mountain or 
the victory of a successful summit ascent, it is told with much feeling. The single most moving chapter, however, is 
the one which describes the unfortunate death of fellow mountaineer, Chris Herrebrock, while he and Jim were on 
Peter's Glacier on Mt. McKinley. It is poignantly told, and one can sense the impact that this young man's death had on 
Jim Wickwire.He also vividly recounts his summit of K2, second only to Everest in height, but infinitely more 
difficult to climb. He was one of the first two Americans to summit K2 and on his descent was forced to bivouac solo 
at 27,750 feet. He survived this bivouac sans water, stove, and supplemental oxygen, while lacking a sleeping bag and 
down parka. He credits the images of his wife and children for his survival that long, frigid, and lonely night. It was 
only his fierce desire to see them again that kept death at bay.The chapters which discuss mountaineer Marty Hoey 
were intriguing because of the romantic feelings he had towards her, and she towards him. Jim was on a climbing 
expedition on Aconcagua where she was a fellow expeditioner, when the embers of a romantic relationship began, 
though it was never physically consummated. Of course, this budding romance came to an abrupt end when Marty 
died tragically on Mount Everest while, again, on expedition with Jim. He later let his wife read his diary which told of 
his feelings for Marty. She was very understanding of this emotional betrayal. It would have been a kindness to his 
wife not to have made these feelings public. Its inclusion in the book indicates a continuing insensitivity towards his 
wife that is unfortunate.All in all, however, the book makes for a good read, though in the end one wonders if Jim 
Wickwire is really through with the mountains which so inveigled him throughout his life. One cannot help but 
wonder if there is yet another promise to his wife and family waiting to be broken.0 of 0 people found the following 
review helpful. not sure hereBy boolagirlam I supposed to rate the condition and timliness of receipt of this book by 
the seller? because that was all great. the book itself? not so much. The author detailed two, maybe two and a half 
good climbing adventures. The rest of the book left me seething at his self-absorbed obsession with big climbing 
adventures while abandoning his wife and 5 children (in as many years) for months at a time to go off on his 
adventures. He blatantly chronicles the number of his childrens birthdays he's missed, as well as the number of 
anniversaries he's missed, even high school graduations - all so he could attempt summits he usually never succeeds at 
making for one lame reason or another. One time because he was devastated at the death of his female climbing 
partner with whom he was enamored. I guess the story needed something to maintain the reader's interest. The sad part 
is, he just doesn't get it. He really believes climbing and getting next to impressive men who climb is the point of his 
existense. ho hum.

Adventurist Jim Wickwire has lived life on the edge -- literally. An eyewitness to glory, terror, and tragedy above 
20,000 feet, he has braved bitter cold, blinding storms, and avalanches to become what the Los Angeles Times calls 
"one of America's most extraordinary and accomplished high-altitude mountaineers." Although his incredible exploits 
have inspired a feature on 60 Minutes, an award-winning PBS documentary, a Broadway play, and a full-length film, 
he hasn't told his remarkable story in his own words -- until now.Among the world's most intrepid and fearless 
climbers, Jim Wickwire has traveled the globe, from Alaska to the Alps, from the Andes to the Himalayas, in search of 
fresh challenges and new heights to conquer. Along the way he accumulated an extraordinary roster of historic 
achievements. He was one of the first two Americans to reach the summit of the 28,250-foot K2, the world's second 
highest peak, acknowledged as the toughest and most dangerous to climb. He completed the first alpine-style ascent of 
Alaska's forbidding Mt. McKinley, spending several nights without tents in snowcaves, crevasses, and open bivouacs. 
But with the triumphs came harrowing incidents of suffering and loss that haunt him still. On one climb, his shoulder 
broken by a fall, he watched helplessly as a friend slowly froze to death, trapped in an ice crevasse. Buffeted by 
storms, Wickwire spent two weeks utterly alone on a remote glacier before his rescue. On two other expeditions he 
witnessed three fellow climbers plunge thousands of feet, vanishing into the mountain mist.A successful Seattle 
attorney, Wickwire climbed his first mountain in 1960 and discovered the wonder of leaving behind the complexities 
of the civilized world for the pure life-and-death logic of granite, glacier, and snow. Deeply compelled by the allure of 
nature and the thrill of risk, he pushed himself to the limits of physical and mental endurance for thirty-five years, 



ultimately climbing into legend.After more than three decades of uncommon challenges, Wickwire faced a crisis of 
heart -- a turning point that threatened his faith in himself and his hope in the future. How he reassessed his priorities 
and rededicated his life -- to his family and to his community -- completes a unique and moving portrait of one man's 
courage, commitment, and grace under pressure. "Addicted to Danger" is a tale of adventure in its truest sense.

.com In 1978 Jim Wickwire became the first American to top 28,250-foot K2, the second highest peak after Mt. 
Everest (for some, his solo bivouac near the summit the same night is an even greater feat). But it is a previous 
expedition to K2 three years earlier--and the author's unflinching assessment of that trip--which sets the tone for the 
book. "K2, the mountain that would one day represent my greatest success," he writes, "was in 1975 the scene of my 
greatest failure. It was a failure not because someone died or suffered a serious injury, but because my obsession to 
reach the summit helped doom our expedition to disappointment, discord, and, for a time, disgrace." Wickwire's 
memoir of a climbing life is riveting when he sticks to the mountains--including attempts on Everest, Denali, and 
Aconcagua--and particularly fascinating for its candid look at the internal machinations of big-time climbing 
expeditions: the planning, logistics, and training as well as the egos and rivalries that can derail an expedition. The 
lugubrious details are also here. More than one climbing partner doesn't escape from a crevasse, but it is a price 
exacted by the mountains, and Wickwire treats both his lost friends and the terrain with due respect.From Kirkus 
sTerrible title, but a good adventure story mixed with meditations on the meaning of life and death and dying. 
Wickwire is one of the world's most accomplished mountain climbers. For over 30 years he has challenged the great 
summits: Everest, K2 in the Himalayas, Mt. McKinley, and so many others. Some of these mountains he has 
conquered, some have conquered him, but he has never lost his desire to climb. The descriptions of his adventures are 
gripping tales. Yet ``off the mountains,'' the writing is unengaging, despite the stylistic contributions of co-author 
Bullitt (Filling the Void: Six Steps from Loss to Fulfillment, not reviewed). Wickwire's family, for instance, is present 
throughout the book, and hes clearly devoted to them, yet the reader does not get more than a one-dimensional 
understanding of them. On the other hand, the people with whom he climbs are finely sketched; they are real and 
complex. Perhaps this is because when hes not climbing, life is, both literally and figuratively, flat; perhaps only when 
he is in danger does he truly become alive and observant. Wickwire, however, spends little time being introspective 
here, until (and very effectively) near the end of the book. Both author and reader suddenly realize this book has been 
about death, the deaths of so many friends on the slopes: fellow climbers, a young woman he dearly loved. The brutal 
murder off the slopes of his law partner causes him to question hoary clichs about adventure: Is dying while doing 
what one loves any less terrible, any less terrifying, than dying another way? Why purposely put oneself in harm's 
way? Seemingly disillusioned, this aging athlete responds to his crisis of faith in perhaps the only way he knows how: 
He climbs a mountain. In the end, the reader knows little about why people like Wickwire are addicted to danger. It 
may be an unanswerable question. (bw photos) (Author tour) -- Copyright 1998, Kirkus Associates, LP. All rights 
reserved. John Balzar Los Angeles Times The day someone can answer "why climb?" is the day men and women 
won't have to. Until then, many will follow in the bootsteps of Jim Wickwire, one of America's most extraordinary and 
accomplished high-altitude mountaineers. -- 


