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Robert Joseph Pothier, Francois-Xavier Martin, translator : A Treatise on Obligations, Considered in a Moral 
and Legal View. Translated from the French of Pothier.  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised A Treatise on Obligations, Considered in a Moral and Legal View. Translated 
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from the French of Pothier.: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Reprint of 1761 textbook on Contract Law.By A CustomerThe book 
was originally written in French but was transalted by Evans (1805) and others and was popular in America and very 
influential in international contract law. (Pothier is pronounced "poh tee ay.") Pothier was a major inspiration for the 
1804-date French Civil Code. The material in the book suplements Corbin and Williston and the Restatement (Second) 
of Contracts.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Useful not only for historical purposesBy Tadas 
KlimasPothier wrote before "legal science" became de rigeur on the Continent. Hence his treatise is of some value to 
Common Law attorneys studying the contract law in the Civil Law tradition, since his approach is more easily 
digestible than otherwise would be the case.

Translated by Francois-Xavier Martin. Originally published: New Bern, N.C.: Martin Ogden, 1802. 2 vols. in 1 book. 
xii (iii-xii new introduction), [xii], 364; [ix], 315, [1] pp. With a new introduction by Warren M. Billings, 
Distinguished Professor of History, Emeritus, University of New Orleans and Bicentennial Historian of the Supreme 
Court of Louisiana. Reprint of the rare New Bern edition. In the decades before the Civil War, this classic treatise was 
required reading for practitioners, scholars and law students. Martin, an attorney and printer in New Bern, North 
Carolina, later a distinguished leader of the New Orleans bar, gained distinction for this translation. Known as a source 
of the French Civil Code and for its influence on British contract law, this treatise led Pothier to write others based on 
Roman and French law. Marvin quotes and endorses Sir William Jones s assessment of Pothier s treatises and their 
influence on common law: For my own part, I am so charmed with them, that if my undissembled fondness for the 
study of jurisprudence, were never to produce any greater benefit to the public, than barely the introduction of Pothier 
to the acquaintances of my countrymen, I should think that I had, in some measure, discharged the debt which every 
man, according to Lord Coke owes to his profession. John Gage Marvin, Legal Bibliography (1847) 578.

Language NotesText: English (translation) Original Language: FrenchAbout the AuthorArguably the greatest French 
jurist of the eighteenth century, Robert Joseph Pothier [1699 1772] devoted much of his career to the study of French 
civil law. A brilliant and prolific scholar, he wrote a series of influential treatises distinguished by their clarity and 
organization. 


