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Cheryl Elizabeth Brown Wattley : A Step toward Brown v. Board of Education: Ada Lois Sipuel Fisher and
Her Fight to End Segregation before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and
all praised A Step toward Brown v. Board of Education: Ada Lois Sipuel Fisher and Her Fight to End Segregation:

0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Amazing! Could not put it down! Inspiring!By Michele Wallingl


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0806145455

loved this book! The author allowed me to walk in the shoes of a courageous woman. Wattley's words are food for the
soul!0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Memory LaneWell written, informative!!0 of 0
people found the following review helpful. Masterful retelling of amazing story. All | can say isBy A. TaylorMasterful
retelling of amazing story. All | can say is, buy it. Y ou won't be disappointed. Y ou will learn alot. Sipuel Fisher isan
American hero. Professor Wattley vividly brings her story to fore.

In 1946 a young woman named Ada L ois Sipuel Fisher (19241995) was denied admission to the University of
Oklahoma College of Law because she was African American. The OU law school was an al-white institution in a
town where African Americans could work and shop as long as they got out before sundown. But if segregation was
entrenched in Norman, so was the determination of black Oklahomans who had survived slavery to stakeaclaim in
the territory. This was the tradition that Ada Lois Sipuel sprang from, atradition and determination that would sustain
her through the slow, tortuous path of litigation to gaining admission to law school. A Step toward Brown v. Board of
Educationthe first book to tell Fishersfull storyis at once an inspiring biography and a remarkable chapter in the
history of race and civil rightsin America. Cheryl Elizabeth Brown Wattley gives us arichly textured picture of the
black-and-white world from which Ada L ois Sipuel and her family emerged. Against this Oklahoma background
Wattley shows Sipuel (who married Warren Fisher ayear before she filed her suit) struggling against a segregated
educational system. Her legal battle is situated within the history of civil rights litigation and race-related
jurisprudence in the state of Oklahoma and in the nation. Hers was a test case organized by the NAACP (National
Association for the Advancement of Colored People) to go all the way to the U.S. Supreme Court and, as precedent,
strike another blow against separate but equal public education. Fisher served as both alitigant, with Thurgood
Marshall for counsel, and, later, alitigator; both a plaintiff and an advocate for the NAACP; and both a student and,
ultimately, ateacher of the very history she had helped to write. In telling Fishers story, Wattley also reveals atime
and a place undergoing a profound transformation spurred by one courageous woman taking a bold step forward.

Cheryl Wattley has written a carefully researched and very relevant account of the legal and human-relations
significance of AdaLois Sipuel Fisher'strailblazing court case. But her book offers much more, including the many
compelling backstories that made Ada Lois a hero to those of us who dared challenge racial segregation and
discrimination in Oklahoma and elsewhere. This book should be read by everyone, especially legal scholars, civil
rights activists, historians, social scientists, and students.George Henderson, author of Race and the University: A
Memoir



