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Elena Tsirlina : A Practical Guide to Immigration Law Relating to Students  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised A Practical Guide to Immigration Law Relating to Students: 

For years, UK immigration law, applicable to overseas students, was simple and clear: a student needed a place at 
school, college, or university, as well as sufficient funds for tuition and maintenance, in order for immigration 
permission to be routinely issued. Then, the UK's Home Office re-cast the law, basing it on a points-based system. The 
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idea was that it would make immigration law transparent and objective and, as a result, even simpler and clearer. In 
contrast however, it appears to have muddied the waters and forced education providers to act as agents for the Home 
Office. Never before has there been a greater need for prospective students and education providers in the UK to 
understand and comply with the law and procedure applicable to all levels of study. Students and education providers 
must now pick their way with great care through a minefield of detailed and constantly changing regulation. Already, 
student refusals are at an all time high and education providers are realizing that if they do not subscribe to the scheme, 
satisfy all requirements, and play the role of quasi-Home Office agent, they may even face bankruptcy. This book is a 
concise guide to the legal procedures that must now be navigated by overseas students in order to study in the UK.

I've been doing research on the PBIS and immigration cap for almost three years now and I can only say that I wish a 
book like Elena Tsirlina's had been available at the time. She condenses years of policies, rules and changes in a 
comprehensible, easy to navigate book, complete with the evolution of the various routes. Thanks to Elena's work one 
no longer feels as if immigration law was an unnavigable maze. For those wanting to have a thorough grasp on 
immigration in the UK, whether they battle with it personally, or are conducting research on the subject, this is the 
equivalent of the bible. -- Valerie Hartwich, 2012 Valerie Hartwich, 2012 ... this (work has been) an ambitious 
challenge, to which the author has risen with experience, insight and exposition of the law and practice. I hope that this 
is a work that will prove its worth to users of the system and take its place in the library of immigration literature. -- 
The Hon Mr Justice Blake, President Upper Tribunal, Immigration and Asylum Chamber- in the foreword to the book 
The Hon Mr Justice Blake, President Upper Tribunal, Immigration and Asylum Chamber- in the foreword to the book 
The book is well researched, particularly the parts dealing with policy and development of the student routes, and well 
structured. Migrants, sponsors, practitioners and others concerned with this area of immigration law will find it a very 
useful addition. -- Duran Seddon, Garden Court Chambers Duran Seddon, Garden Court ChambersAbout the 
AuthorElena Tsirlina is Principal of Blokh solicitors. She has written extensively on the subject and is known in both 
academic and legal circles for her practice in this area of immigration law. 


