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Peter Drahos : A Philosophy of Intellectual Property (Applied Legal Philosophy)  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised A Philosophy of Intellectual Property (Applied Legal 
Philosophy): 

2 of 7 people found the following review helpful. Top 5 book! Required required for all UndergraduatesBy Japan 
specialistIf one were to agree with everything any writer says, particularly in a book of this magnitude and depth, there 
would be an immediate cloud of suspicion yet, in spite of the fact that I do not agree with all of the points made in 
Drahos' work, it is one the best books that I have ever read. To give some context to this statement, I happen to think 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1855212404


that John Dewey's "How We Think", Kuhn's "The Structure of Scientific Revolutions" and Sorensen's "Thought 
Experiments" are near equals of the book in this review. Any book that can only be read 2-3 pages a night and that 
stimulates one to ask so many questions about creativity, economics, metaphysics and education at such a fundamental 
level, necessitates it being put on a "must read" list near the top.No doubt there are many who will see this review and 
say "what a wanker" but that's because more than 90% of the world's workforce has no clue as to why they are really 
there nor what the cornerstone of all economic activity actually is.Inquiring minds want to know. To maximize the 
latent potential of this book, I would recommend this critical thinking site which interestingly is also Australian ..All 
companies need better thinkers and those that understand why they are there because when you know the "why", the 
"what" is a whole lot easier.One caveat: I strongly disagree with the suggestions in the book that IP belongs to 
everyone or that it "must" be shared and will refute this in a book of my own, hopefully by the end of 2003. Otherwise, 
the book rates up there in the way, Jose Wales, Amadeus and Good Will Hunting do as movies. Substance counts! 
Drahos gives you your money's worth. (I have no connection with Australia, Australians nor Dr. Drahos. I found this 
book in the course of my own research on .com)

Are intellectual property rights like other property rights? More and more of the worlds knowledge and information is 
under the control of intellectual property owners. What are the justifications for this? What are the implications for 
power and for justice of allowing this property form to range across social life? Can we look to traditional property 
theory to supply the answers or do we need a new approach? Intellectual property rights relate to abstract objects - 
objects like algorithms and DNA sequences. The consequences of creating property rights in such objects are far 
reaching. A Philosophy of Intellectual Property argues that lying at the heart of intellectual property are duty-bearing 
privileges. We should adopt an instrumentalist approach to intellectual property and reject a proprietarian approach - 
an approach which emphasizes the connection between labour and property rights. The analysis draws on the history 
of intellectual property, legal materials, the work of Grotius, Pufendorf, Locke, Marx and Hegel, as well as economic, 
sociological and legal theory. The book is designed to be accessible to specialists in a number of fields as well as 
students. It will interest philosophers, political scientists, economists, legal scholars as well as those professionals 
concerned with policy issues raised by modern technologies and the information society.

'Legal scholars, law students and intellectual property lawyers will find this provocative book to be of great interest.' 
Bimonthly of Law Books '...this publication has much to offer students, scholars and practitioners of law, philosophy, 
economics and sociology in reading a broader understanding of the dimensions of intellectual property...a work of 
great insight...a unique and worthy contribution.' PrometheusAbout the AuthorPeter Drahos, Australian National 
University 


