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Jim Jones : A Little Dam Problem  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, 
and all praised A Little Dam Problem: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. love of countryBy CustomerThis is a "David and Goliath" story. 
And, at the very least, one that High Schools Teachers in Idaho should make mandatory for students to read. It shows 
courage, patience, love of country! Taking on the "big boys", taking the high road, is easy to say but it takes tenacity, 
strength and a real caring about what is right to go the distance! Students need people they can look up to....... Jim 
Jones is one of those people.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. ExcellentBy ReviewerI am very glad 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0870046020


the author took the time to write and publish A Little Dam Problem. The Swan Falls controversy needed to be 
documented by someone who witnessed it first hand, and who deeply understands the subject matter. The author 
certainly fits the bill. His book does an excellent job providing a complete overview of the issue, and at exposing the 
reader to the key players and personalities involved. It should provide to any reader a thorough understanding of the 
events leading to, and resulting in, the historic Swan Falls Agreement. There is no better overview of the Swan Falls 
controversy in my opinion.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. A surprisingly good read. A real world 
illustration of how our ...By CustomerA surprisingly good read. A real world illustration of how our democracy, 
federal system and separation of powers work. This would be a great book for a high school civics reading list.

A Little Dam Problem chronicles an epic fight over water rights between the State of Idaho and Idaho Power 
Company. A court decision in 1982 gave Idaho Power virtual control over the flow of the Snake River in southern 
Idaho. An unlikely political team Democrat Governor John Evans and Republican Attorney General Jim Jones joined 
with legislators and water users to undo the damage caused by the decision. Jim Jones brings readers into the midst of 
the battle, providing an insider view of the struggle between the State of Idaho and a politically powerful adversary. 
The story reads much like those old western movies where a powerful landowner grabs up all of the water resources, 
depriving sodbuster families of the precious resource. The book opens a window into the real world of government 
and politics.

About the AuthorJim Jones is an Idaho native, who grew up on his family s farm in Eden. He graduated from the 
University of Oregon in 1964 and received his law degree from Northwestern University School of Law in Chicago in 
1967. Jim served as an artillery officer in the U.S. Army, including a 13-month tour in Vietnam. He served as 
legislative assistant to former U.S. Senator Len B. Jordan for three years, commencing in 1970. He started a law 
practice in Jerome in 1973 and maintained it until he was elected as Idaho Attorney General in 1982. Jim served two 
elected terms as Attorney General. He received the Idaho Water Statesman of 1990 Award from the Idaho Water Users 
Association. Following the completion of his second term, he established a private law practice in Boise, which he 
maintained until being elected to the Idaho Supreme Court in 2004. He was re-elected in 2010. Jim served as Chief 
Justice from August 2015 until his retirement from the Supreme Court in January 2017. He is married to Boise author 
Kelly Jones. They have three children and eight grandchildren. 


