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before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised A Fateful Time: The 
Background and Legislative History of the Indian Reorganization Act: 
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This work offers an analysis of the events leading to the creation and enactment of the 1934 Indian Regorganization 
Act. This act has been acknowleged as the most important statute affecting native Americans after the General 
Allotment Act of 1887.

"A Fateful Time is based on solid research and will become a standard source to consult on the subject." -Raymond 
Wilson, The Journal of American History, June 2002 "One of the most refreshing aspects of this work is Rusco's 
decision to focus on Indian governments and Indian actions rather than to pay exclusive attention to white 
policymakers." -Kathryn A. Abbott, Pacific Northwest Quarterly, Fall 2002 "This study provides valuable descriptions 
of tribal governments that existed before the IRA, plausible analysis of the motivations of key actors in the reform, and 
a solid legislative history of this radical departure." -Greg Gagnon, Choice, May 2001About the AuthorElmer R. 
Rusco is Professor Emeritus of History at the University of Nevada, Reno. In 1998, he was honored by the 
Reno/Sparks chapter of the NAACP with a Lifetime Achievement Award for African American History. 


