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Lewis A. Grossman, Robert G. Vaughn : A Documentary Companion to a Civil Action  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised A Documentary Companion to a Civil Action: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. ... level) so I find this book to be a great addition to the information I 
have on the caseBy ErinI use the case in my Business Law class (high school level) so I find this book to be a great 
addition to the information I have on the case. Worth the money I spent.6 of 7 people found the following review 
helpful. Not for the casual readerBy Scott PalmerPay attention to the descriptions above so that you'll know what 
you're getting. This book is intended for law students or other legal-minded professionals, or only the most die-hard 
and detail-oriented of laypeople. The word "documentary" in the title will disappoint you if the documentaries that 
usually interest you are on the History Channel. This book is primarily a compilation of actual court pleadings... you 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1599410257


know, those long, verbose, lawyer-written legal-brief-type arguments that have the party names at the top and usually 
begin with "comes now, Anne Andersen, Plaintiff, who alleges and would show this Court the following..." yadda 
yadda. Granted, you would never get to see this stuff if the author had not painstakingly gone through the court's 
casefiles and selected the best documents, but what you're reading is exactly that: the highlights of the court file. If 
you've never had the desire to show up at the federal courthouse, ask to see the casefile for Anderson v. Cryovac 
(assuming they'd let you), wait for them to haul the boxes in from the warehouse (remember the forklift at the end of 
the movie?) and then page through the documents one by one for days on end, then this book will probably not 
intrigue you. If the thought of paging through the history of these proceedings does interest you, then by all means, get 
this book. If nothing else, it will show the lawyer how much worse his/her life could be, it will show the law student 
how complex a case like this can be, and it will give the layperson an appreciation for just how much work can and 
does go into a lawsuit like this.3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Excellent Teaching ToolBy N. 
HawkerI have used this book very successfully to introduce business students to the realities of law. It's a particularly 
useful supplement for business law texts which tend to treat law as a set of rules to be memorized.

Adopted at more than 70 law schools after its first year of publication, this supplementary text contains the litigation 
documents from Anderson v. Cryovac, the toxic tort case portrayed in the bestseller A Civil Action. Used in 
conjunction with Harr's book and any civil procedure casebook, A Documentary Companion to A Civil Action makes 
the first-year civil procedure class uniquely exciting and enlightening. The book can also serve as the sole text for an 
advanced litigation class. The authors have arranged documents from Anderson v. Cryovac topically to illustrate every 
phase of the litigation process, from notice to appeal. Their extensive notes and comments provide informative 
analysis of the legal, tactical, and ethical issues raised by the materials, as well as inside information about the case 
from extensive interviews with the lawyers. The book also presents thought-provoking questions to facilitate class 
discussion, as well as materials such as photographs, maps, newspaper articles, and excerpts from scientific reports.

From the Back CoverFrom the introductions to A Documentary Companion to A Civil Action "A Civil Action and A 
Documentary Companion taken together offer...the fullest opportunity to render your own judgment about the merits 
of the case itself and how well or poorly the civil justice system dealt with it." Jonathan Harr, author of A Civil Action 
"You have the benefit of Jonathan Harr's brilliant portrayal in A Civil Action of the human drama of this litigation. 
You now have, thanks to the work of Professors Grossman and Vaughn, a unique opportunity to examine firsthand the 
legal implements we wielded. You can judge for yourself how effective they were in resolving that conflict." Jan 
Richard Schlictmann, attorney for the plaintiffsAbout the AuthorProfessor of Law and A. Allen King Scholar, 
American University, Washington College of Law 


